
VIRGINIA RACING COMMISSION 
 
 CHAPTER 150. 
 HARNESS RACING. 
 
11 VAC 10-150-10. Definitions. 
 
   The f ol l owi ng wor ds and t er ms when used i n t hi s chapt er ,  shal l  
have t he f ol l owi ng meani ng,  unl ess t he cont ext  c l ear l y i ndi cat es 
ot her wi se:  
 
   “ Har ness r aci ng”  means r aces wher eby r egi st er ed St andar dbr ed 
hor ses compet e i n har ness and hi t ched t o sul k i es or  under  saddl e.  
 
   “ Hoppl es”  means equi pment  i ncl udi ng st r aps wi t h l oops at  each 
end,  each l oop enci r c l i ng a l eg on a hor se’ s body whi ch t end t o 
st eady t he hor se and hel p i t  mai nt ai n i t s gai t .  
 
   “ St ar t er ”  means a hor se t hat  obt ai ns a f ai r  st ar t  when t he 
st ar t er  di spat ches t he hor ses.  
 
   " St ar t i ng poi nt "  means a poi nt ,  no l ess t han 200 f eet  f r om t he 
f i r st  t ur n,  wher e t he st ar t er  gi ves t he wor d,  " Go. "  
 
   " Sul ky"  means a Uni t ed St at es Tr ot t i ng Associ at i on- appr oved 
dual - shaf t ,  dual - wheel  r aci ng vehi c l e on whi ch t he dr i ver  i s 
seat ed.  
 
   " War mup t r i p"  means a hor se bei ng exer ci sed pr i or  t o r aci ng.  
 
 CONDUCT OF RACING. 
 
11 VAC 10-150-20. Paddock procedures. 
 
   The t r ai ner  shal l  be r esponsi bl e f or  t he ar r i val  i n t he 
paddock at  t he t i me pr escr i bed by t he st ewar ds f or  each hor se 
ent er ed by t he t r ai ner .  The f ol l owi ng pr ovi s i ons shal l  appl y t o 
t he pr ocedur es t o be f ol l owed i n t he paddock:  
 
      1.  The paddock t i me shal l  not  be l ess t han one hour  pr i or  
t o post  t i me;  
 
      2.  Except  f or  war mup t r i p,  no hor se shal l  l eave t he paddock 
unt i l  t he post  par ade;  
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      3.  No dr i ver ,  t r ai ner  or  gr oom,  once admi t t ed t o t he 
paddock,  shal l  l eave t he paddock unl ess t o at t end a hor se dur i ng 
a war mup t r i p;  
 
      4.  Once l eavi ng t he paddock,  no per son except  an owner  who 
has anot her  hor se ent er ed i n a l at er  r ace shal l  be per mi t t ed t o 
r et ur n;  
 
      5.  Any hor se t hat  f al l s  t o t he r aci ng sur f ace dur i ng a 
war mup t r i p shal l  be aut omat i cal l y excused by t he st ewar ds;  
 
      6.  The l i censee shal l  pr ovi de t he ser vi ces of  a f ar r i er  
dur i ng hour s when hor ses ar e r aci ng or  t aki ng war mup t r i ps;  and 
 
      7.  The l i censee shal l  pr ovi de equi pment  so t hat  r aci ng wi l l  
not  be unnecessar i l y  del ayed due t o br oken equi pment .  
 
 8.  A t r ai ner  may exer ci se hi s opt i on not  t o t ake war mup 
t r i ps wi t h hi s hor se pr i or  t o r aci ng;  however ,  such hor se shal l  
be sat i sf act or i l y  par aded bef or e t he commi ssi on vet er i nar i an or  
hi s assi st ant  pr i or  t o st ar t i ng i n a r ace t o det er mi ne t he 
hor se' s f i t ness f or  r aci ng.  
 
11 VAC 10-150-30. Sulky. 
 
   Har ness r aci ng shal l  be conduct ed wi t h each hor se hi t ched t o a 
Uni t ed St at es Tr ot t i ng Associ at i on- appr oved sul ky.  Each sul ky 
shal l  have dual  shaf t s and shal l  be equi pped wi t h wheel  di scs on 
t he i nsi de and out si de of  each wheel .  Dur i ng i ncl ement  weat her ,  
t he wheel s may be cover ed wi t h mud guar ds.  Wi t h t he per mi ssi on of  
t he st ewar ds,  har ness r aci ng may be conduct ed under  saddl e.  
 
11 VAC 10-150-40. Identifying equipment. 
 
   The l i censee shal l  suppl y t o each hor se ent er ed a number ed 
saddl e pad whi ch cor r esponds t o t he number  of  t he hor se as l i s t ed 
i n t he dai l y r aci ng pr ogr am.  The hor se shal l  wear  t he desi gnat ed 
saddl e pad dur i ng al l  war mup t r i ps.  
 
11 VAC 10-150-50. Racing colors. 
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   Dr i ver s must  wear  di st i ngui shi ng col or s,  c l ean whi t e pant s and 
a saf et y hel met ,  wi t h t he chi n st r ap i n pl ace,  dur i ng al l  war mup 
t r i ps and r aces.  
 
11 VAC 10-150-60. Substitute driver. 
 
   No dr i ver  shal l ,  wi t hout  good and suf f i c i ent  r eason,  r ef use t o 
dr i ve a hor se when or der ed by t he st ewar ds t o subst i t ut e f or  
anot her  dr i ver .  When a dr i ver  i s pr ogr ammed t o dr i ve a hor se and 
r emoved at  hi s r equest ,  he shal l  not  be per mi t t ed t o dr i ve 
anot her  hor se i n t he same r ace.  
 
11 VAC 10-150-70. Late driver change. 
 
   No dr i ver  may be changed wi t hout  t he per mi ssi on of  t he 
st ewar ds and f or  good cause.  A per son who causes a dr i ver  change 
af t er  t he dai l y r aci ng pr ogr am has been pr i nt ed shal l  be subj ect  
t o di sci pl i nar y act i on.  
 
11 VAC 10-150-80. Hopples. 
 
   A hor se habi t ual l y wear i ng hoppl es shal l  not  be per mi t t ed t o 
st ar t  i n a r ace wi t hout  t hem unl ess per mi ssi on i s gr ant ed by t he 
st ewar ds.  A f r ee- l egged pacer  shal l  not  be per mi t t ed t o r ace wi t h 
hoppl es unl ess per mi ssi on i s gr ant ed by t he st ewar ds.  Any per son 
al t er i ng a hor se' s hoppl es f or  a f r audul ent  pur pose shal l  be 
subj ect  t o di sci pl i nar y act i on.  
 
11 VAC 10-150-90. Excessive use of the whip. 
 
   Dr i ver s wi l l  be al l owed whi ps not  exceed 3 f eet ,  9 i nches,  
pl us a snapper  not  l onger  t han 6 i nches.  Pr ovi ded f ur t her  t hat  
t he f ol l owi ng act i ons shal l  be consi der ed as excessi ve use of  t he 
whi p:  
 

1.  Causi ng vi s i bl e i nj ur y;  
 
2.  Whi ppi ng a hor se af t er  a r ace;  and 

 
3.  Whi ppi ng under  t he ar ch or  shaf t s of  t he sul ky.  

   The use of  t he whi p shal l  be conf i ned t o an ar ea above and 
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bet ween t he sul ky shaf t s,  t o i ncl ude t he sul ky shaf t s and t he 
out si de wheel  di cs.  Dr i ver s shal l  keep a l i ne i n each hand f r om 
t he st ar t  of  t he r ace unt i l  t he head of  t he st r et ch f i ni shi ng t he 
r ace.  
 
   The commi ssi on vet er i nar i an or  hi s desi gnee shal l  make a 
mandat or y v i sual  i nspect i on of  each hor se f ol l owi ng each r ace f or  
evi dence of  excessi ve use of  t he whi p.  
 
11 VAC 10-150-100. Post parade. 
 
   No hor se may be excused f r om t he post  par ade wi t hout  t he 
per mi ssi on of  t he st ewar ds.  The hor ses compr i s i ng a r ace shal l  be 
f or med i n a post  par ade and on t he t r ack no l ess t han 12 mi nut es 
pr i or  t o post  t i me,  unl ess due t o i ncl ement  weat her ,  t he st ewar ds 
decr ease t he l engt h of  t i me.  The st ar t er  shal l  i nf or m t he dr i ver s 
of  t he number  and l engt h of  war mup scor es t o be t aken pr i or  t o 
goi ng t o t he st ar t i ng gat e.  
 
11 VAC 10-150-110. Timing procedure. 
 
   The t i me shal l  be t aken f r om t he f i r st  hor se l eavi ng t he poi nt  
whi ch t he di st ance of  t he r ace i s measur ed unt i l  t he wi nner  
r eaches t he wi r e.  The l eadi ng hor se shal l  be t i med and hi s t i me 
onl y shal l  be announced.  I n t he case of  a dead heat  f or  wi n,  t he 
t i me shal l  be accor ded t o t he hor ses i nvol ved i n t he dead heat .  
 
 DRIVING RULES. 
 
11 VAC 10-150-120. Start. 
 
   A dr i ver  shal l  obey t he st ar t er ' s i nst r uct i ons.  The st ar t er  
may make r ecommendat i ons t o t he st ewar ds t hat  di sci pl i nar y act i on 
be t aken agai nst  a dr i ver  f or :  
 
      1.  Del ayi ng t he st ar t ;  
 
      2.  Fai l i ng t o obey t he st ar t er ' s i nst r uct i ons;  
 
      3.  Rushi ng ahead of  t he i nsi de or  out si de wi ng of  t he 
st ar t i ng gat e;  
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      4.  Comi ng t o t he st ar t i ng gat e out  of  posi t i on;  
 
      5.  Cr ossi ng over  bef or e r eachi ng t he st ar t i ng post ;  
 
      6.  I nt er f er i ng wi t h anot her  dr i ver  or  hor se dur i ng t he 
st ar t ;  
 
      7.  Fai l i ng t o come up i nt o t he cor r ect  post  posi t i on;  and 
 
      8.  When a hor se comes t o t he st ar t i ng gat e out  of  i t s  
assi gned post  posi t i on and gai ns an unf ai r  advant age by movi ng 
ei t her  t o t he l ef t  or  r i ght  of  i t s  assi gned post  posi t i on bef or e 
t he st ar t er  gi ves t he wor d " go" ,  t he hor se may be di squal i f i ed 
and pl aced by t he st ewar ds.  
 
11 VAC 10-150-130. Racing. 
 
   Al t hough a l eadi ng hor se i s ent i t l ed t o any par t  of  t he r aci ng 
sur f ace,  except  af t er  sel ect i ng hi s posi t i on i n t he home st r et ch,  
t he dr i ver  of  t he l eadi ng hor se and any ot her  dr i ver  commi t t i ng 
any of  t he f ol l owi ng act s shal l  be subj ect  t o di sci pl i nar y 
act i on:  
 
      1.  Changi ng ei t her  t o t he r i ght  of  l ef t  dur i ng any par t  of  
t he r ace when anot her  hor se i s so near  hi m t hat  i t  causes t he 
ot her  hor se t o shor t en i t s st r i de or  make a br eak;  
 
      2.  Jost l i ng,  st r i k i ng,  hooki ng wheel s or  i nt er f er i ng wi t h 
anot her  hor se or  dr i ver ;  
 
      3.  Cr ossi ng shar pl y i n f r ont  of  a hor se or  cr ossi ng over  i n 
f r ont  of  a f i el d of  hor ses i n a r eckl ess manner ,  endanger i ng 
ot her  dr i ver s;  
 
      4.  Swer vi ng i n and out  or  pul l i ng up qui ckl y;  
 
      5.  Cr owdi ng a hor se or  dr i ver ;  
 
      6.  Car r y i ng a hor se out ;  
 
      7.  Causi ng conf usi on or  i nt er f er ence among t r ai l i ng hor ses;  
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      8.  Let t i ng a hor se pass i nsi de needl essl y or  ot her wi se 
hel pi ng anot her  hor se t o i mpr ove hi s posi t i on i n t he r ace;  
 
      9.  Commi t t i ng any act  whi ch shal l  i mpede t he pr ogr ess of  
anot her  hor se or  causi ng hi m t o br eak;  
 
      10.  Changi ng cour se af t er  sel ect i ng a posi t i on i n t he home 
st r et ch;  
 
      11.  Swer vi ng i n and out ,  or  bear  i n and out ,  i n a manner  so 
as t o i nt er f er e wi t h anot her  hor se,  cause anot her  dr i ver  t o 
change cour se or  t ake back;  
 
      12.  Dr i v i ng i n a car el ess or  r eckl ess manner ;  
 
      13.  Loud shout i ng or  ot her  i mpr oper  conduct ;  and 
 
      14.  Ki cki ng a hor se whi ch shal l  be def i ned as a bl ow or  
t hr ust  wi t h t he f oot  agai nst  any par t  of  t he hor se' s body or  t o 
i mpel  by st r i k i ng wi t h t he f oot .  Removal  of  a f oot  f r om t he 
st i r r ups i n and of  i t sel f  shal l  not  const i t ut e t he of f ense of  
k i cki ng.  The di sci pl i nar y act i on f or  k i cki ng a hor se shal l  not  be 
l ess t han a ni ne- day suspensi on.  ;  and 
 
      15.  I f  at  a r acet r ack t hat  does not  have a cont i nuous sol i d 
i nsi de hub r ai l ,  a hor se or  par t  of  t he hor se’ s sul ky l eaves t he 
cour se by goi ng i nsi de t he hub r ai l  or  ot her  demar cat i on whi ch 
const i t ut es t he i nsi de l i mi t s of  t he cour se,  t he of f endi ng hor se 
shal l  be pl aced one or  mor e posi t i ons wher e,  i n t he opi ni on of  
t he st ewar ds,  t he act i on gave t he hor se an unf ai r  advant age over  
ot her  hor ses i n t he r ace,  or  t he act i on hel ped t he hor se i mpr ove 
i t s posi t i on i n t he r ace.  I n addi t i on,  when an act  of  
i nt er f er ence causes a hor se or  par t  of  t he hor se’ s sul ky t o cr oss 
t he i nsi de l i mi t s of  t he cour se,  and t he hor se i s pl aced by t he 
j udges,  t he of f endi ng hor se shal l  be pl aced behi nd t he hor se wi t h 
whi ch i t  i nt er f er ed.  
 
11 VAC 10-150-140. Objections. 
 
   A dr i ver  may shal l  l odge an obj ect i on by pr ompt l y i nf or mi ng 
t he pat r ol  j udge of  hi s i nt ent i on t o l odge an obj ect i on upon 
pr i or  t o pul l i ng up hi s hor se af t er  t he r ace and di smount i ng.  
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Once t he dr i ver  has di smount ed,  He shal l  pr oceed i mmedi at el y t o 
t he desi gnat ed t el ephone i n t he paddock t o ent er  expl ai n hi s 
obj ect i on.  
 
11 VAC 10-150-150. Driven to the finish. 
 
   A dr i ver  shal l  dr i ve hi s hor se so as t o wi n or  f i ni sh as near  
as possi bl e t o t he f i r st - pl ace hor se and demonst r at e t he best  and 
f ast est  per f or mance of  whi ch i t  i s  capabl e dur i ng t he r ace.   
 
11 VAC 10-150-160. Inconsistent driving. 
 
   When a hor se i s dr i ven or  has been dr i ven i n t he past  wi t h a 
desi gn t o pr event  i t s wi nni ng a r ace,  whi ch i t  was evi dent l y 
capabl e of  wi nni ng,  or  dr i ven i n an i nconsi st ent  manner ,  or  
dr i ven i n a manner  t o per pet r at e a f r aud,  t he dr i ver  and anyone 
conspi r i ng wi t h hi m shal l  be subj ect  t o di sci pl i nar y act i on.  
 
11 VAC 10-150-170. Breaking. 
 
   A.  Dr i ver ' s r esponsi bi l i t y .  When a hor se br eaks f r om i t s gai t ,  
t he dr i ver  shal l  at  once,  wher e c l ear ance exi st s,  t ake t he hor se 
t o t he out si de and pul l  i t  t o i t s gai t .  The st ewar ds may set  any 
hor se back one or  mor e pl aces i f  a dr i ver  of  a br eaki ng hor se 
does not :  
 

1.  Pr oper l y at t empt  t o pul l  t he hor se t o i t s gai t ;  
 

      2.  Take t he hor se t o t he out si de wher e cl ear ance exi st s;  or  
 
      3.  Lose gr ound by t he br eak.  
 
   B.  Lapped- on br eak.  The st ewar ds shal l  set  back a br eaki ng 
hor se when t he nose of  a cont endi ng hor se,  whi ch i s on gai t ,  i s  
at  l east  even wi t h t he hi nd quar t er  of  t he br eaki ng hor se at  t he 
f i ni sh.  
 
   C.  Fr audul ent  i nt ent .  A dr i ver  al l owi ng hi s hor se t o br eak,  or  
causi ng hi s hor se t o make a br eak,  f or  a f r audul ent  pur pose shal l  
be subj ect  t o di sci pl i nar y act i on.  
 
   D.  Not at i on.  One of  t he st ewar ds shal l  cal l  out  a br eak made 
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dur i ng t he cour se of  a r ace so t hat  t he c l er k of  t he cour se may 
make a not at i on on t he hor se' s el i gi bi l i t y  cer t i f i cat e.  
 
   E.  Any hor se maki ng a br eak whi ch t hat  causes i nt er f er ence t o 
ot her  cont endi ng hor ses may be pl aced behi nd al l  of f ended hor ses;  
i f  t her e has been no f ai l ur e on t he par t  of  t he dr i ver  of  t he 
br eaki ng hor se i n compl yi ng wi t h t hi s sect i on,  t he dr i ver  may not  
be subj ect  t o di sci pl i nar y act i on by t he st ewar ds.  
 
11 VAC 10-150-180. Excessive conversation.  
 
   A dr i ver  engagi ng i n excessi ve or  unnecessar y conver sat i on 
bet ween or  among ot her  dr i ver s whi l e on t he r aci ng sur f ace,  
ei t her  dur i ng war mup t r i ps,  post  par ade or  r aces shal l  be subj ect  
t o di sci pl i nar y act i on.  
 
11 VAC 10-150-190. Qualifying races. 
 
   No St andar dbr ed may be r aced unl ess i t  has a r ace at  t he 
chosen gai t ,  wi t h a char t ed l i ne i n qual i f y i ng t i me,  wi t hi n 30 
days of  i t s  l ast  r ace.  I f  a St andar dbr ed does not  have a char t ed 
l i ne wi t hi n 30 days of  i t s  r ace,  t hen t he hor se must  r ace i n a 
qual i f y i ng r ace under  t he super vi s i on of  t he st ewar ds t o 
det er mi ne i t s f i t ness f or  r aci ng.  The f ol l owi ng pr ovi s i ons shal l  
appl y t o qual i f y i ng r aces:  
 
      1.  The l i censee shal l  pr ovi de appr opr i at e per sonnel  f or  
qual i f y i ng r aces t o keep a char t ed l i ne f or  each St andar dbr ed i n 
each qual i f y i ng r ace,  an el ect r oni c t i mi ng devi ce shal l  be i n 
oper at i on,  and a phot o- f i ni sh camer a shal l  be i n oper at i on;  
 
      2.  The l i censee shal l  schedul e as many qual i f y i ng r aces on 
as many days as i s deemed appr opr i at e f or  t he hor se suppl y,  and 
t he l i censee shal l  mai nt ai n t he r aci ng sur f ace i n condi t i on so 
t hat  al l  St andar dbr eds have a r easonabl e oppor t uni t y t o meet  t he 
qual i f y i ng t i me;  
 
      3.  A St andar dbr ed must  r ace i n a qual i f y i ng r ace i f  i t  has 
one r ace over  a f ast  t r ack t hat  i s not  i n t he qual i f y i ng t i me as 
agr eed upon by t he l i censee and t he r epr esent at i ve of  t he 
hor semen or  on gai t ;  
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      4.  A St andar dbr ed comi ng of f  t he Vet er i nar i an’ s Li st  must  
r ace i n a qual i f y i ng r ace,  and t he st ewar ds,  i n t hei r  di scr et i on,  
may r equi r e t he hor se t o r ace i n one or  mor e qual i f y i ng r aces t o 
est abl i sh i t s f i t ness f or  r aci ng;  and 
 
      5.  The st ewar ds,  i n t hei r  di scr et i on,  may aut hor i ze t he 
col l ect i on of  bl ood,  ur i ne or  ot her  sampl es of  body subst ances 
f r om St andar dbr eds af t er  compet i ng i n qual i f y i ng r aces.  
 
11 VAC 10-150-200. Time trials. 
 
   For  St andar dbr eds,  t i me t r i al s ar e per mi t t ed wi t h t he 
per mi ssi on of  t he l i censee and t he commi ssi on pr ovi di ng ( i )  t he 
hor se i s subj ect  t o post - r ace t est i ng,  ( i i )  an el ect r oni c t i mi ng 
devi ce i s ut i l i zed,  ( i i i )  i f  t he hor se i s accompani ed by 
pr ompt er s,  t he pr ompt er s shal l  not  pr ecede t he hor se,  and ( i v)  
t he st ewar ds ar e pr esent .  
 
 
 
 
I  cer t i f y t hat  t hi s r egul at i on i s f ul l ,  t r ue,  and cor r ect l y 
dat ed.  
                             ______________________________ 
                                   Wi l l i am H.  Ander son 
                             Di r ect or  of  Pol i cy and Pl anni ng 
                               Vi r gi ni a Raci ng Commi ssi on 
                                       May 30,  2002    


